THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION

applying the Continental blockade; Pius VII could not yield on this
point, because the duty of the sovereign pontiff lies in keeping contact
with the Catholics of the entire world. A military occupation of Rome,
since it roused the indignation of the Spanish clergy, made Joseph's
situation even worse. Austria, so frequently humbled by Napoleon,
was watching with passionate interest the Spanish revolt and the English
intervention, and had put forty thousand men under arms. At all costs
Vienna must be prevented from going to war, and the only way to do
this was to persuade the Czar to threaten Austria. Consequently at the
Erfurt meeting (September 1808) Napoleon brought all his weapons into
play: he nattered, wheedled, enticed, became annoyed, stamped on his
hat, calmed down when he saw that the Czar remained impassive, made
advances to Goethe, displayed Talma and the Comedie Frangaise, strove
to please and deserved to succeed. But the atmosphere was no longer that
of Tilsit; already in the air at Erfurt there was a hint of the odour of
death. Talleyrand, who was negotiating for the Emperor, secretly advised
the Czar not to bring any pressure on Austria and not to give his sister
in marriage to Napoleon; these rebuffs, said he, might stop the Emperor
on his path of conquest. Perhaps it was true, but if Talleyrandjhus did
France a service, he did bis master none, and Alexander became more
an3Trnore evasive in his interviews with Napoleon. Who knew how
much longer the incredible adventure would last?

The Emperor's story began to resemble the classic myth of Sisyphus;
he would resolutely push his boulder up, only to see it each time roll
back down the slope. He rushed to Spain, where he found a country
sullen, passionately aroused and in full rebellion; from Paris he was
warned that in his absence Talleyrand and Fouche were plotting against
him; he dashed to Paris, hurled thunderbolts at these malcontents, but
dared not punish them. Napoleon calmed a worried public opinion:
'There will be no more wars.' And at this moment Austria, well stocked
with British gold, attacked. Again victory must be quickly won, because
Prussia, and perhaps Russia, would fly to the aid of a successful Austria.
Once again he rolled his stone up to Vienna; Wagram (July 1809} was
a handsome victory, but Wagram did not give France the same joy as
Austerlitz. 'We victors now know that we are mortal/ Bad news
came: Portugal was lost, Spain tottering. In Rome the Pope had been
arrested and deported, and in all Europe the Catholics muttered. Napoleon
would jettison one plan for the sake of something better; in place of
crushing Austria, he was going to try to draw her into his team. Russia
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